Option School University Partnership Tool Kit
Case Study # ____ (office use only)
Option School Name Clarke School  Pennsylvania
City and State(s) Bryn Mawr, PA
Purpose of the University Partnership

· Full Certification as a teacher or licensed professional (pre-service)

· In –service training or advanced degrees for previously licensed professionals

· Introduction into Aural Rehabilitation

· Recruitment into the field

X
The  relationship between Clarke PA and La Salle was developed to increase the number of SLPs, experienced with LSL, in the greater Philadelphia area.  Clarke PA acts as an externship placement for graduate students who enroll in the aural habilitation specialty program. 
Contribution from OPTION School to the Partnership:
· Manage curricula and teach a full program

· Manage curricula and teach one course

· Co-teach a course with a University Professor

X
Guest lecture in a class taught by University Professor

X
Supervise student Teachers/field work

History: 
 How did this relationship develop?  ( Please describe any  prior university program, the motivation of the university to partner, how the process evolved, and who the major “influencers” were)

Dennis Gjerdingen met with the Dean of the University’s SLP program to see the potential for an ongoing relationship.  This was done as part of the initial exploration for a new Clarke School satellite.  We felt we needed the support of the local CI center and any colleges or universities that had deaf ed. or SLP programs.  There was also a  previous connection for La Salle and George Nofer.
 

What is the current status of the partnership?  (Include the fiscal arrangement as well as particulars of responsibility)

There is a joint appointment between Clarke PA and LaSalle for one SLP/Faculty member.  Clarke PA acts as the practicum externship placement for one semester for students interested in the Aural Hab. Specialty area.  Some scholarship money is available to students who chose to specialize in aural hab.
How is practicum and mentorship of students handled?

The joint appointment person is the supervisor for all graduate students in the LaSalle Program.
During the evolution of the partnership, what obstacles were met and overcome?  

The appointment- became more the responsibility of each organization and less outside (Oberkotter Funding) was offered over time.
Do you see impending concerns? 

In order for the joint appointment to be secured, both institutions need to be completely supportive and willing to contribute the funds and work out an MOU regarding salary and benefits.
Resources:  


OPTION School Member’s Contact:

 

Name: Dan Salvucci



Phone Number: 610-585-7553


Email address: dsalvucci@clarkeschools.org
Other resources/contacts that were valuable in the process (please attach or include a website address if available)


PR or Resource Materials about your program

Will follow.

Samples of your Contracts/Memorandum of Understanding


None at this time.

Sample Grant Proposals for support funding 

Being developed.
